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Open Doors for More Ministry 

Karis, Elisha, 

Raelene, Isaia, 

Elijah, and Tori 

Back in May, our family hosted one of Tori’s doctors and a 
transport nurse from Cook Children’s Medical Center here in 
Oradea as they came for a vision trip for future collaboration.  
We visited with the emergency services in three areas – fire, 
emergency department and intensive care unit in the 
hospitals, as well as the national ambulance services.  There 
was an affirmation of God’s big picture during our meeting 
with the CEO of the County Healthcare system and the mayor 
of Oradea.  Mr. Bolojan, our mayor, stated that if our daughter 
had not gotten extremely sick and been under the care of the 
pediatric intensive care doctor from Texas, we might not be 
sitting in his office, helping our community.  For an unbeliever 
to acknowledge God’s Sovereignty and that He works in 
mysterious ways was a reassurance to our hearts that God 
does work in and through suffering to extend the Gospel, to 
enlarge His Kingdom, to encourage others, and to exalt His 
Name. 

This summer was packed full of ministry with our church, connecting students from 
Emanuel University to summer ministry opportunities, and a quick trip to America for all 
of Tori’s checkups and scans.  We also hosted some teams from America for Vacation 
Bible School in the villages around Oradea.  One of the teams from North Florida Baptist 
Church came with Dr. Randy and Mrs. Jan Ray to have a Vacation Bible School in our 
city’s orphanage.  There were over sixty children in the orphanage that were able to 
sing songs of praise to God and learn about Jesus’ free gift of salvation.  They were also 
able to have VBS for a gypsy village church in the afternoons that proved to be quite 
the adventure when they passed out some grocery items on the last day.  The group 
also bought groceries for hospice patients, a safe house for domestic abuse victims, 
and some poor families in our village of Mierlau.  Dr. Richard and Mrs. Sherry Thacker, 
members of North Florida, came with their teenagers (they worked in VBS), but spent 
their days holding seminars and training workshops for Emanuel Hospice’s continuing 
education program.  Once again, we see how God has opened the medical field here 
for many mission opportunities and long-term collaborations.  



  

 

Through a generous anonymous donation to Child Life Romania, we were able to have 
two social work students continue their work in the children’s hospital instead of having 
to leave to find a summer job to help pay their school bill this fall.  We were able to pay 
them a salary and provide them with scholarship money as well.  Two of our child life 
specialists were also able to take a required course online through the University of 
California Santa Barbara in preparation for their certification exam. 

The bureaucracy for the socialized healthcare system in Bihor County where Oradea is 
located has proven to be quite a challenge to integrate psychosocial services into the 
infrastructure here as an official position with a legal labor code.  Up until this point, Child 
Life Romania has worked in the hospital through a volunteer contract and as a free 
agent similar to being self-employed.  We submitted a proposal to the City Hall of 
Oradea and the County Committee for child life services to become an official position 
with a salary provided by the local healthcare system.  In our proposal we gave a five-
year plan for expansion and asked for three child life 
positions.  The local officials have approved five child life 
positions to be offered through the socialized healthcare 
system and recognized as official hospital employees 
with a paid salary and benefits.  We know that God is in 
all of these details and we thank Him for providing for 
more than we asked and He did it so abundantly!  Our 
second trained child life specialist will be hired as a 
hospital employee before the end of this year.  
Congratulations to Miss Laura Alb for all her hard work in 
preparing the proposal resulting in her employment as the first child life specialist in 
Romania’s socialized healthcare system.   

The Child Life Bulletin (the official publication of the Child Life Council in America) asked 
Child Life Romania to write an article for their summer issue.  It was a special issue 
highlighting “Acceptance, Access, and the Child Life Profession”.  We were able to offer 
a global perspective on the child life profession.  Our article, “Collaboration for a Culture 
of Change” was well received and the online course for University of California Santa 
Barbara has requested permission to use it in their coursework for required reading.  We 
are grateful that God has given us many opportunities to share His work that He is 
accomplishing in Romania.   If you would like to read this article, please email me at 
childliferomania@gmail.com and I can send you a pdf file of it. 

Update on Emanuel University 2016/2017 Academic Year 

In May, we graduated 87 seniors in the undergraduate and Master’s program.  This fall 
our incoming freshman class has 120 students in the undergraduate and Master’s 

program.  This year we have the first formal Biblical Womanhood certificate through our 
School of Practical Theology.  We have nine ladies enrolled for credit and sixteen 

women auditing the course.  They have courses specifically for women with visiting 
women professors on campus or online.  Please pray for these students as they learn 
biblical principles on how to be women after God’s own heart, how to have godly 

families, how to minister in their churches, and how to reach their communities for Christ. 


